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Background

During budget deliberation in 2010, City Council directed staff to investigate the
possibility of a Community Recreation facility in the North End of Moncton. In addition,
they identified funds in the capitol budget to address the costs with assistance
potentially from private partners or other levels of government.

e Data tells us the north end is the densest area in the City with respect to
residential housing.

e We have seen considerable growth over the last few years in the North End of
Moncton and anticipate more in the future.

e We are hearing from residents in the area that they are spending considerable
time daily driving to other areas of the city to fulfill their recreational needs.

e We are hearing citizens want complete, livable neighborhoods where they can
walk or cycle to recreation sites within their neighborhoods.

Please refer to “Appendix A” which identifies the catchment area.

Currently, the following amenities exist in the catchment area:

8 Playgrounds: * Evergreen Park
* Hamilton Heights * Northrup Frye
* Hildegarde Playground
* Evergreen Park School 3 Seniors /retirement homes
* Mountain Woods estates * Résidence La Vallée
* Magnetic Hill estates * The Briarlea
* Roxborough * Autumn Lee Retirement Home

* Westbrook circle
* Maplehurst 10 Churches
e With various amenities in them
3 Water Features

- Maplehurst Trails (8.8 km)

* Hamilton Heights * Northwest trail

* Roxborough Tennis Courts (N/A)

2 Basketball Courts outdoor

« Hamilton Heights Skateboard/Bike amenities (N/A)

* Evergreen Park School

2 Schools



An initial meeting with key community leaders took place January 20, 2011. This group
was provided with three key questions

1. What recreational facilities, in the northend, are you most satisfied with?

2. What recreational facilities do you feel are lacking in your area?

3. Inyour opinion what should be the priorities in the north end?

Several ideas and issues were discussed at this meeting with a few key community

leaders. A summary of results is as follows.

Please refer to Appendix B for meeting minutes.

Oth

What recreational facilities, in the north end, are you most satisfied with?
* Water tower trail ( North West Trail) — well used both in the summer and

winter months

* All the parks in this catchment area are an asset
* Summer playground programs are very much appreciated
* Although just outside catchment area...Mapleton park is an asset to the

north end

*  Winter sliding at Frampton

What recreational facilities do you feel are lacking in your area?

Indoor or outdoor pool

Tennis and basketball courts
Regional park - mini Centennial
Park

Wellness Center access to
kinesiology specialists /dieticians
etc. - Community Health Center
New school

Day care and community services
Community center and Seniors
Center

YMCA

Place to gather and exchange
Market place

er issues identified by the group:

Central facility offering programs
Place offering open gym time for
free play (leisure vs. structured
recreation)

Satellite facility of recreational
services offered in other parts of
the city
Multi-purpose facility
Satellite library
Skate board park
Sliding hill
Outdoor rinks
Skating at Mapleton park
Dog Park

e |t was felt residents spend too much time in their vehicles getting to

recreational facilities and other services. The mentality for people in the

north end is they want to truly live out here...with the lack of recreational

facilities being the biggest barrier.

e Gyms at schools are just not accessible for youth for pick up leisure

recreational activities.



Houses located on courts are more active with street hockey, basketball
etc...the busy streets leads to less activity from a youth perspective.

e |f we design for an 8 and an 80 year old...we will be sure that the design will
fit everyone.

e Creation of a village.

o (Calgary parks are very unique and should be researched.

e Similar movement is needed by the community as was initiated in the east
end for the Kay Arena/Crossman Community Center...the difference here is
the city has approved 2.2M. The similarities are such however, that we need
the north end citizens to support and help lobby all levels of government as
was accomplished in the east end. City staff and Councilors will also do their
part. We need to work together.

e Should Council be looking at land now for future development?

¢ In mobilizing the community in 2007 to lobby for a new school, the local

group wrote letters to the editor, had articles in paper, hosted 3 public

meetings, hosted a web site, blog and accumulated a master email listing of
interested individuals. This process proved very successful.

The initial meeting January 20, 2011, provided some ideas for facilities and programs
but attendees indicated their interest in gauging some of these ideas at a larger public
meeting. It was decided that a future larger scale public meeting would be the next
step to solicit input from the community at large.

This meeting was held on May 18, 2011 and had over 100 citizens attend.

The key questions that were asked of the groups were as follows:

1. What recreational facilities in the North End are you currently most satisfied
with?

2. What facilities in the city are you currently travelling to for recreation?

3. What other facilities have you visited that impressed you and what about them
made them great?

4. What recreational facilities do you feel are lacking in your area?

5. Inyour opinion, what should be the priorities in the North End (pick your top 5)



The following summarizes the results of the May 18" meeting:

1- What recreational facilities in the North End are you currently most satisfied
with?

Walking trails: - would need access to more parks
- access all over neighbourhood great
- Northwest trail
School gyms: - not always accessible
- too costly
- lots of potential and opportunity to use existing
Northrup Frye gym great but not accessible after
4pm
Playgrounds: - Great winter and summer
- like having attendant
Parks: - neighbourhood
- Mapleton nice

Additional facilities mentioned:
- Golf
- Magic Mountain, Boardwalk and Zoo
- Movie theatres

2- What facilities in the City are you currently travelling to for recreation?

Moncton: YMCA Dieppe: Dieppe Aquatic
CEPS (Tennis) Vélodrome
Centennial Park Rotary Park
Library

Bike park (use Scooter)

Capitol Theatre

Dundee Sports Dome/Sports plex
Kay Arena

St. Pats Centre

Dance (ballet, nothing for boys)
Coliseum

Gym (Good Life)

Tree-go

Lions Community Center
Paintball

Riverview: Riverview Arts Sliding hills
Riverview Super Play Park Wooden Castle Structure
Paved trails for Rollerblading



3- What other facilities have you visited that impressed you and what about them

made them great?
Moncton Skate Park

Life size WII
Corn Maze
Legends Centre, Oshawa Ont.

Joyride 150, Markham Ont. —
Canada’s only indoor BMX Park and
training facility

Le Taz, Montreal QC. — Multipurpose
Extreme Sports facility for BMX,
Skateboard, Rollerblading, year round
use

Inflo, Hamilton Ont. — Outside bike,
skate and Scooter Park

Dieppe Aquatic Center — affordable,
full schedule, family focussed,
climbing wall

Dartmouth Sports Plex — Gym, pool,
arena, walking trail

My Gym - very clean and organized
Port Hardy Village — Coffee shop,
library, Olympic rink, track that
connects to trail. Lacks “central spot,
no heart”.

Terry Fox facility, Mississauga Ont. —
Rink, 2 gyms, fields and community
center, Arts & Crafts

Halifax Outdoor Oval
Tree Go

Lego Land

Geo Caching

Chapters, Dieppe — puppets, puzzles,
play tables, tea cup

YMCA - Play Pals with trampoline, balls,
mats, etc...

Discovery Center, Halifax NS — lots of
hands-on learning, place for entire family
Central Park, New York — Statues for
climbing, lots of trees, natural, peaceful,
picnic areas, scenic

St Paul Community Center — concrete
bike park

Boston Mass — foam pit made for
practicing bike tricks

Millennium Place, Edmonton AB — Pool,
rink with a “learn to skate” area, gym,
indoor playground

Manasas Park & Recreation Center,
Manasas VA - simple, modern layout
with everything under one roof

Saint John Aquatic Centre —
multipurpose

Ontario Science Center - skills based with
fun courses

4- What recreational facilities do you feel are lacking in your area?

Dog Park

Band Stand/ Outdoor
Auditorium

Indoor walking tail
Track & Field

Facility with lockers
Climbing Wall

Arts Center

25m Pool
Splash Park
Rink

Tennis Courts
Library
Sliding hill
Paved trails

Extreme Sports facility — to include Bike/Skate/Scooter rollerblade Park also

Green Space/Common area — Frisbee, soccer, can convert to open air Ice

surface for winter



Multi-purpose facility — (Wheel Chair and Disabled access) available for all ages
offering: Yoga, Music, preschool and after school programs, seniors and youth
activities, meeting rooms, dance studio, internet access

Gym - with basketball hoops, available 24 hours for adults

Fitness Center — with weights

Facility that is SAFE — can leave children to participate in activities while parents
do theirs, everyone to participate at the same time.

Canteen — with nutritional snacks available

Soft seating — for community gathering, informal meetings

5- In your opinion, what should be the priorities in the North End (pick your top 5)?
Bike/Skate Park Rink

Meeting space (groups, clubs, youth, Workout facility

etc...) Central location for all ages

Scooter Park Variety of activities available
Playgrounds (indoor and out) Playgrounds (with foam bottom)
Trails Community feel/ Family oriented
Library Place for kids to hang out

Skate Park Trail to access facility

Community, Community, Community Competition level sports

Tennis Courts Year round availability

Bike lanes Keep aesthetics in mind

Gym for all sports Partnership with Daycares for outing

Indoor Walking trail
Pool

The larger group was split into smaller discussion groups to address the questions put
forth and they reported back at the end of the meeting. The following chart
summarizes and prioritizes based on the number of responses that were given for each
facility type. The chart essentially identifies the facilities that were suggested as
priorities and demonstrates the number of times that idea was supported.



Facilities Requested
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Discussion

As the chart indicates, there were a number of things that ranked relatively high in
terms of number of times they were listed as priorities by those in attendance. These
included a bike park/skate park, pool, gymnasium and multipurpose rooms as well as a
rink and tennis courts. A number of other activities were also identified but were not
mentioned as often as the first items. Please note that this chart is not intended to
represent statistically significant data however; it reflects the priorities of the group in
attendance coupled with other e-mail submissions. Details on the types of bike/skate
parks, gyms, arena and tennis courts or how some of these ideas could come together
were not discussed. This information is presented as a preliminary platform for future
discussion in terms of need as well as feasibility.

On a go forward basis, the City of Moncton, Parks and Leisure Services Department will
develop a conceptual plan to show the public in the fall of 2011 that illustrates some
options in terms of the above information for development in the future. More public
consultation and discussion will be held regarding this as we continue to develop the
overall program and vision for this project.
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Appendix B-January 20, 2011 meeting minutes:

’Zg Parks and I:e.lsure Services
MONCTON | Parcs et Loisirs

North End
Recreational Facilities

Meeting Notes —
January 20, 2011




North End Recreational Facilities
January 20", 2010
7:00pm — 8:30pm

Evergreen School

Agenda

Welcome and Introductions Councillor Bourgeois
Brief Overview of new Recreation and Leisure Department Jocelyn Cohoon -
Director

Overview of area demographics Marie-Claire Pierce
Brainstorming (questions to consider) Group

4. What recreational facilities, in the northend, are you most satisfied with?
5. What recreational facilities do you feel are lacking in your area?
6. Inyour opinion what should be the priorities in the north end?

Wrap up and next steps



Attendance:

Jeffrey Reath — North End representative

Craig Hutchings — Evergreen School representative

Charles Hodgson — North End representative

Wendy Nason - North End representative

Christa Wheeler-Thorne - North End representative

Daniel Bourgeois — Ward 3 Councillor

Brian Hicks — Ward 3 Councillor

Rod Higgins — General Manager - Department of Recreation and Leisure
Jocelyn Cohoon — Director — Department of Recreation and Leisure

Nadine Melanson-LeBlanc — Community Development Officer — Department of Recreation and
Leisure

Marie-Claire Pierce - Community Development Officer — Department of Recreation and Leisure

Welcome and Introductions:

Councillor Bourgeois opened the meeting and welcomed everyone to these preliminary
discussions. This meeting stem’s directly from election campaign discussions with the citizens of
Ward 3 regarding the lack of recreational facilities in the north end. It was further noted that
there have been much discussion over the last year and a half and council has come on board to
support a recreational facility in north end (a facility defined by the needs of the citizens). 2.2
million dollars has been approved in the capital budget for a recreational facility and a further
$500,000 for an aquatic splash park in the north end. Councillor Hicks also reiterated the
support of council and that the demographics and the tax base from this growing area support’s
such an endeavor. Both he and Councillor Bourgeois are very anxious to get the ball rolling but
$2.2M is not enough and that support is also needed from both the provincial and federal levels
of government and to garner this support, we also need the community on board. Jocelyn
Cohoon noted that due to the weather John Betts was not able to make tonight’s meeting but
wanted the group to know he is very interested in this project.

Jocelyn Cohoon provided a quick overview of the new department of Recreation and Leisure
Services and that our work is now strongly focused on recreation at the neighbourhood and
grassroots levels. Rod Higgins also acknowledged priorities of council and the strong support
this department is receiving as it relates to recreational services at the community level.



Demographics:

Marie-Claire did a quick overview of the results of 2006 census depicting the catchment area
under discussion, population numbers, density etc. It was duly noted that these are indeed
2006 numbers and that all of the numbers presented have no doubt increased over the past
number of years.

Group Discussion:

What recreational facilities, in the north end, are you most satisfied with?

e Water tower trail ( North West Trail) — well used both in the summer and winter
months

e All the parks in this catchment area are an asset

e Summer playground programs are very much appreciated

e Although just outside catchment area...Mapleton park is an asset to the north
end

e Winter sliding at Frampton

What recreational facilities do you feel are lacking in your area? (Note: some of the
following ideas were presented from a north end citizen lead community survey in 2007)

e Indoor or outdoor pool

e Tennis and basketball courts

e Regional park - mini Centennial Park

e Wellness Center access to kinesiology specialists /dieticians etc. - Community
Health Center

e New school

e Day care and community services

e Community center and Seniors Center

e YMCA

e Place to gather and exchange

e Market place

e (Central facility offering programs

e Place offering open gym time for free play (leisure vs. structured recreation)

e Satellite facility of recreational services offered in other parts of the city

e  Multi-purpose facility

e Satellite library

e Skate board park

e Sliding hill

e Qutdoor rinks

e Skating at Mapleton park

e DogPark



Key Messages:

e Jeffrey Reath noted that he is hoping this is just not another round of talks

e Both Councillor Hicks and Bourgeois reiterated their support and that based on the
population growth in the north end the time is right to pursue a multi-level
government partnership.

e Rod Higgins explained that during public meetings, when developing the parks
master plan, people wanted to get back to ‘the local neighborhood/ village feel’ and
that the identity of a neighborhood was important. As a result, the focus of the
recreation master plan is directed at neighborhood and communities.

e Christa Throne feels she and others spend too much time in their vehicles getting to
recreational facilities and other services. The mentality for people in the north end
is they want to truly live out here...with the lack of recreational facilities being the
biggest barrier.

e Gyms at schools are just not accessible for youth for pick up leisure recreational
activities.

e Houses located on courts are more active with street hockey, basketball etc...the
busy streets leads to less activity from a youth perspective.

e If we design for an 8 and an 80 year old...we will be sure that the design will fit
everyone.

e Creation of a village.

e Calgary parks are very unique and should be researched.

e Similar movement is needed by the community as was initiated in the east end for
the Kay Arena/Crossman Community Center...the difference here is the city has
approved 2.2M. The similarities are such however, that we need the north end
citizens to support and help lobby all levels of government as was accomplished in
the east end. City staff and Councillors will also do their part. We need to work
together.

e Should Council be looking at land now for future development?

e In mobilizing the community in 2007 to lobby for a new school, the local group
wrote letters to the editor, had articles in paper, hosted 3 public meetings, hosted a
web site, blog and accumulated a master email listing of interested individuals. This
process proved very successful.



Recommended Action:

0 Councillor Bourgeois would like to see trends over the last 2 census and what kinds of
facilities have been added in light of such growth.

0 Councillor Bourgeois is encouraging everyone to attend the Plan Moncton session on
Thursday, February 3™, 7:00pm to 9:00pm at the Northrop Frye School to reiterate
what was discussed during this meeting.

0 Staff will draft report on discussions of this meeting and circulate to attendees.

0 A north end representative to agree to present to council in April and to encourage
public to come out to show support and provide ideas at a public meeting in May.

0 Staff in co-operation with north end representatives will organize a public meeting in
May to get confirmation of the recreational needs of north end residents.

0 Ideally a north end group should be formulated with council and/or staff representation
to help organize and lobby for support from our MLAs and MPs on the funding piece.

0 Staff resources are available to assist with surveys etc. that the community members
may need.

0 Staff to look into the school gym situation and consider initiating discussions with
District 2 to have free play times scheduled at schools gymnasiums.

Meeting adjourned



